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World Cafe, Sunday, June 12 
 Message from Church Board 

 

As a board, we do not believe that feedback, the mission of our church or 
the long-term vision for NCC should be exclusive to any one committee 
or group.  We want your involvement, thoughts and great ideas!  

On Sunday, June 12, we will be replacing our normal service with a 
"World Cafe" format. This is a chance for all of us to participate in      
discussion on a flexible small group basis to address our purpose,       
discuss opportunities and in general share our thoughts on priorities 
and vision for NCC, all while getting to know one another better.  This 
discussion will be facilitated by our Regional Minister, Bill Spangler-
Dunning and promises to provide solid direction and ideas moving     
forward.  

Thank you in advance for your participation in this exciting  opportunity 
for NCC, and if you have any questions, see a Church Board member! 

 

Laity Sunday, June 5 

 No, our pastors are not going on vacation (yet).  But they’re stepping aside to 
let the entire worship service be led by church members! Susan Ward will be 
providing a special “Testimony Sermon,” and she will be joined by other church 
members who will be leading our Children’s Sermon, prayers, communion, and 
a special skit!  



 
Pastor Travis’ Thoughts 

 
 
 
         
          

 
Beautiful People, 

 

 I am excited about the World Café Sunday that we are having on 
June 12th, in lieu of our regular worship service. Many of you remember 
several years ago when you had the last World Café. Then you were in 
the process of hiring new ministers, and our Regional Minister Bill 
Spangler-Dunning led a series of small group conversations about the 
type of minister you would like. Many of you who participated in that 
conversation enjoyed it greatly, as you got to meet new people, connect 
deeper with those you’ve known a long time, and participate together in 
the future of your church. 

The World Café conversation in a few weeks will not be about 
new ministers. (You’re stuck with us for a long time, if we have our say. 
J) This conversation is going to be different. It’s going to be focused on 
our vision as a church, as we discern God’s will for us in this time and 
place. I love what Lance Randolph said about it in the announcement 
from the Board: “As a board, we do not believe that feedback, the mis-
sion of our church or the long-term vision for NCC should be exclusive 
to any one committee or group. We want your involvement, thoughts 
and great ideas!” 

Indeed, Lance is right. The vision of our church is not owned by 
the ministers or church board. The vision is something we all discern 
together, and something we all participate in. A few weeks ago, on    
Pentecost Sunday, I preached about the coming of the Holy Spirit on 
the Disciples. For years, when the Disciples wanted to know what they 
should do, they just asked Jesus. He was there with them, and he would 
cast the vision. Now, Jesus was gone, but he gave them the gift of God’s 
Spirit, living inside of them. No more would they need to be told the  
vision. The Spirit would make the vision alive within them. And with 
thunder and a mighty wind, the Holy Spirit fills these Disciples of 
Christ, and the world is forever changed. 

The power that filled them that day fills us today. The only     
difference, maybe, is that they were more keenly aware of it than we are. 
But whether we expect it our not, when the church gathers together, 
God’s Spirit fills us up. And through the Spirit, great things can happen.   
Church is not a vendor of religious goods and services; the few putting 
on  a weekly worship program for those that show up.    
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Church is us--all of us--filled with the Holy Spirit, being led from this 
place into the world, changing the world with the Good News of 
Christ. 

No longer do we have to look outward for some expert to tell 
us what to do. God has made God’s dwelling within us. The vision for 
who we are and should be as church in this place is right here, within 
us. That’s why we’re having our World Café on June 12th. Because 
your leaders believe that the Spirit moves mightily when we gather 
together seeking God’s vision for this community of Disciples. And 
you--every one of you--have a part to play. You have a voice and a 
role and a vision for what God can do through you and through us 
all, as we join together to change our community and this world for 
the sake of Christ. 

It’s going to be an exciting day, and I look forward to the    
visions that come as we dream together about the future of our 
church. I hope every one of you will be there. Young and old;     
whether you’re new to this church or been here your whole life, or 
somewhere in between; whether you’re active in the church outside 
of Sunday morning, or if Sunday morning is your primary              
connection point to this community--we want you there. We want to 
be overflowing with people, dreams and visions. I can’t wait to see 
what God is going to do through this church! 



Love from Pastor Marti. . . 

Beautiful People,  
 
I am so blessed to be one of your pastors. As many of you know, my 
mom and aunt are moving here, to Norwalk! We are excited. We 
have never had family live near us, not even in the same state! So 
this is completely new to us, yet it feels so natural. Having family is 
important. And honestly we’ve had family all along, everywhere 
we’ve ever lived. They might have been family of choice, but still, 
family. 
 

Tonight, as we met for Pub Theology, I looked around the table and 
realized how much each person there felt like family. In one sense 
or another, they are my family. A group that loves and supports me. 
They might not see things the way I do. They might not agree with 
me on varying issues or topics. But they care about me. If I ever 
needed anything, I could call upon any of them, any of you, and 
know you care. 
 

As we go throughout life it’s invaluable to have people that love, 
care and support you, just as you are. People who celebrate      
graduations, marriages, promotions, births and joys with you.     
People who will carry you through divorces, diagnoses, treatments, 
cutbacks and deaths. People who, at their core, are honest, good 
people. That’s why I am so blessed to be one of your pastors. Thank 
you for being my family, my people. 
 

Don’t forget to love yourself, and love others. I love you. 

Christian Women’s Fellowship is 
taking off for the summer and will 
resume in the fall. 



Summer Lunch in-the-Park 

Every Friday, June 10th to August 19th, 11 am-1pm at  

the North  Avenue City Park (by the Easter Public Library) 

Students and families are welcome to come to the City Park every Friday 

over the summer to enjoy a free and nutritious meal.  No sign-up is   

necessary, just come as you are.  All members of the public are welcome 

to enjoy a tasty, healthy meal every Friday.  Brought to you by your 

friends at “The Walk” - the Ministries of Norwalk United Methodist 

Church.  

 If you have questions, please contact Norwalk United  Methodist 

Church.   (981-4251) 

Thank you to our Trustees for keeping our building looking 
beautiful! In the last few weeks, Gary Fox has improved our 
sidewalks and North Entry by repairing and improving the 
concrete. Dan Mundil has cleaned and brightened up the 
lights in the Fellowship Hall.  Gary Fox, Mark Durham, Doug 
Reed and Doug Pierce painted our Fellowship Hall.  And     
Arnie Becker who continues to keep our grounds well cut! 
Thank you, Trustees and others, for your hard work! 

 
 

 
Thank you, to Deb Phipps and the CWF, for hosting           
Graduation Sunday. It was such a great time of honoring our 
graduates and celebrating their achievement with them and 
their families. Thank you for all you do! 



Each summer our kids are so blessed to have the opportunity to get to 
know the adults and the ministries of our church a little bit better. Each 
Sunday during the summer a different adult volunteers to teach the   
children about a ministry of our church, about their occupation, or about 
a hobby of theirs. It’s a great variety and balance the children receive as 
they get to know more people and more skills throughout the summer. 
Thank you to everyone who has volunteered to work with our children. 
They are so excited about each week and about getting to learn a new 
skill. Thank you for your investment in them, sharing your skill, and 
passing on your ministry to the next generation. You are wonderful! 

This summer CYF, our 9th through 12th graders, will be working with 
Rippling Hope in Detroit, Michigan. They will be rebuilding decks, 
painting houses, building ramps, laying flooring, whatever is needed of 
the residents near the Rippling Hope home base. Some of the residents 
are elderly, others just need a helping hand. While they move from 
neighbor to neighbor, helping repair homes, they will be getting to know 
the resident at each residence. They’ll hear their story and hear how 
groups like theirs bless them. It should be a great experience for our 
youth. 
 

Our Chi Rho, 6th through 8th graders, will be going to Davenport, Iowa, 
for their mission trip. In Davenport, they’ll be staying at a local Disciples 
church and working a variety of jobs (many of their choice) from local 
schools, churches, outreach places, and organizations like the Boys and 
Girls Club. The youth will be able to spend a whole day serving others in 
ways they’re fully capable of helping out. It should be a great experience 
for them. 
 

Please keep all of our youth going on mission trips, as well as our    
sponsors, and those they will be serving in your prayers. Your prayers, 
love and support make these trips and opportunities possible. Thank 
you for supporting our youth! 



 

On Saturday June 11th, the Annual Norwalk Soap Box Derby-
Street Race will use our parking lots as a staging ground for the 
annual races.  The youth will be hosting a food stand and need 
your help with  supplies for this fundraiser.  Please check out 
the sign-up sheet in fellowship hall or e-mail David Lester 
(dlestercpa@gmail.com) if you are able to help with           
donations of food. Please have all food items to the church by 
noon Friday, June 10th.  If you need someone to pick it up, 
please contact David Lester to make arrangements.  

Mark your calendar for June 11th as well to come up and enjoy 
the racing and have lunch at the church to support the youth as 
they raise funds to offset their mission trips and activities.   

Thanks for your help! 

Items needed include: 

Ground Beef - 20 lbs. total (3 lbs. each) 

22 to 24 packs of single serve chip bags (10 pkgs. total) 

Hot Dogs - 12 packs total (10 in pkg.) 

2 dozen Desserts; bars, brownies or cookies - 12 dozen total 

Ice in 40 lb. bags - 120 lbs. total 

Cinnamon Rolls - 4 dozen each 

Paper Plates - 3 pkgs. of 100 each total 

Hamburger Buns - 10 packages of 8 

Hot Dog buns -  15 packages of 8 

Soap Box Soap Box Soap Box 
DerbyDerbyDerby   

mailto:dlestercpa@gmail.com


30 & 1 Group 

The 30 & 1 group will meet Sat. June 
4th at Okoboji Grill on S E 14th Street 
at 5:30 pm for dinner, then we will go 
to the church for games.  Please sign 
up for reservations in the fellowship 
hall. Everyone is welcome.  

Prayer Shawl 

MINISTRY 

The next meeting will 
be Thurs., June 16 at 1 pm.  
Everyone is welcome. 

Hearing Assistance Now Available in Worship  
Did you know our church is now equipped with top-of-the-line hearing        
assistance technology called a “hearing loop”. If you need hearing            
assistance during worship, there are two things you 
can do. If you have a hearing aid, you can receive the 
best results by switching your hearing aid to the 
“Telecoil (T-Coil) setting”. If you do not know what 
this is, or if your hearing aid has the setting, contact 
your audiologist today. With this setting, you will be 
able to hear the entire worship   service directly in your 
hearing aid, eliminating background sound. If you do 
not have a hearing aid or do not yet have your T-Coil 
setup, we have hearing packs available at our sound 
booth in the back of the         sanctuary. Thank you to 
memorials donated in memory of Helen Suckow for 
making this technology possible!  

Pub Theology: June 30, 7pm - The format is simple: drinks,              
conversation and God. Open and honest monthly  conversations about 
things that matter. We meet at 7pm on the third Thursday of every month 
at 804 Main. All people and perspectives are welcome. Bring your       
questions. Bring a friend. Support a local business (and tip generously). 



Send a Camper a Note!  
Please take a moment to send a note of encouragement to our youth 

and children attending camp this summer. You can send an email to 

christianconferencecenter@gmail.com, the subject line should be the 

camper’s name and camp. (the email will be printed and handed to 

the camper, they will not be able to reply) You can also send a note 

via postal mail to the camper at: 5064 Lincoln St, Newton, IA 50208  

Our Campers along with the dates they will be at camp: 

 Camper name  Camp  Date 

 Ali Lester     Jr #2   June 12-17 

 Eliza Weaver   Chi Rho 7 June 12-17 

Brianna Smith  Chi Rho 7 June 12-17 

Grace Pratt   Chi Rho 7 June 12-17 

Shawna Johnson  Chi Rho 7 June 12-17 

Amora Marteniz  Chi Rho 7 June 12-17 

Hannah Pratt   Chi Rho 7 June 12-17 

Mya Huston   Chi Rho 7 June 12-17 

Joseph Mundil  Chi Rho 7 June 12-17 

Taylor Stanley  Jr #4  July 10-15 

Elise Burnett   Jr #4  July 10-15 

Jordan Rhiner  Jr #4  July 10-15 

Levi Webb   Jr #4  July 10-15 

Nathan Mundil  Jr #4  July 10-15 

Thomas Mundil  Jr #4  July 10-15 

Devin Webb   Jr #4  July 10-15 

Hannah Jameson  CYF 16 July 17-22 

Lily Sullivan   CYF 16 July 17-22 

Matt Jameson  CYF 16 July 17-22 

Alexander Younadam Chi Rho 13 Aug 7-12 

Alec Lester   Chi Rho 13 Aug 7-12 
 



A Note from the  

 

Choir Director  

I have recently read a lot of articles on advice. I found three that 
seemed very appropriate for this time of year. 
#1 - Lesson of the Butterfly -  for anyone who struggles 
#2  - For newly married couples or any celebrating anniversaries 
#3 - For Graduates 
 

#1- LESSON OF THE BUTTERFLY 
 

 One day as a small opening       
appeared on a cocoon, a man sat for    
several hours watching the butterfly 
struggle to force its body through the tiny 
hole. Then it seemed to stop making any 
progress.  It appeared as if it had gotten as far as it could go and that it 
couldn't finish the process. So the man decided to help the butterfly. 

He took a pair of scissors and snipped off the remaining bit of its 
cocoon. The butterfly then emerged easily, but it had a swollen body and 
small, shriveled wings.  The man thought the wings would enlarge and 
expand to be able to support the body,  which would contract in time. 
 Neither happened in fact;  the butterfly spent the rest of its short life 
crawling around with a swollen body and shriveled wings. It never was 
able to fly. 

What the man, in his kindness and haste, did not understand was 
that the restricted cocoon and the struggle required by the butterfly to 
get through the tiny opening were nature’s way of forcing fluid from the 
body of the butterfly into its wings. Then the butterfly would be ready 
 for flight once it achieved freedom from the cocoon. 

Sometimes struggles are exactly what we need in our life. If we 
were allowed to go through life without obstacles, it would cripple us. 
 We would not be as strong as what we could be.  We could never fly.For 
those with a kind heart, it’s hard to watch another struggle.  Your whole 
body urges you to help those who suffer.  But what we often fail to realize 
is that suffering is part of the journey towards well-being.  Overcoming 
struggle requires strength, and by removing that fight - you’re in fact en-
abling another to remain weak and helpless.   Give them time to grow 
wings of their own, and they will soar the skies.  This is excellent advice 
for our personal growth as well. 

So the next time you have struggles remember the lesson of  the 
butterfly!! 

 



#2- ADVICE FOR NEWLYWEDS- 
 

 Spring and summer is a popular time for weddings 
and anniversaries to take place.  Take heed of some humor-
ous and some wise marital advice: 

 Don’t sweat the small stuff on your wedding day -- 
 Your marriage has only just begun! 
 One piece of advice for a successful marriage -- Keep her happy! 
 Remember marriage is like a flower -- Keep it fed and watered so it 
 can blossom and grow! 
 A man can be the head of the house, but a woman is a neck and she 
 may turn the head any direction she wants! 

 Marriage is a workshop where husband works and wife shops… 
 Advice for husband -- If at first you don’t succeed - try doing it the 
 way your wife told you!! 
 Congratulations!  You have found that one special person you want 
 to annoy for the rest of your life. 
 The happiest people don’t HAVE the best of everything, they just 
 MAKE the best of everything. 

 Congrats on your promotion from “When will you marry?” to “When 
 are you going to have babies???” 
 

 And the MOST important -- Do all things with LOVE!! 

 #4 - ADVICE FOR GRADUATES-  (and other smart people) 

 The people we surround ourselves with   
either raise or lower our standards.  They either 
help us to become the best version of ourselves or 
encourage us to become lesser versions of ourselves.  
We become like our friends.  No man becomes great 
on his own.  No woman becomes great on her own.  The people around them 
help to make them great. 

 We all need people in our lives who raise our standards, remind us 

of our essential purpose, and challenge us to become the best version of our-

selves. 

 

Musical Guests June 5th 

Sunday, June 5th we welcome 4 young ladies who are members of the 
"Jubilation" Youth Bell Choir from the West Des Moines United   
Methodist and their director Jenn Hawkins to our service.  Their     
special music offering will be as much fun to watch as to listen to.   



 
Would You Consider Giving  

to NCC Electronically? 

 
 
If you’re traveling this summer, consider signing up for direct deposit so you do 
not miss a Sunday in your giving... 
 

As summer approaches and family vacations and other travels increase, we’re 
asking all our church members to consider signing up for e-giving. The process 
is simple: just fill out the form in the Fellowship Hall, attach a voided check, and 
we will do the rest, setting up automatic withdrawal from your checking account 
for the amount and frequency you choose. If you rarely have cash or a check on 
Sunday mornings, or want to continue to support your church even when you 
are away, e-giving might be right for you. Most of us pay our bills through      
automatic draft. Why not support your church family this same way? And    
coming soon, we will have cards in the pews that say “I Gave Electronically”, so 
you can still put something in the offering plate on Sunday as an act of worship. 
 

Thank you for supporting your church in so many ways!  
 
If you have any questions, contact a member of the Stewardship and Finance 
Team.  (David Lester, Chair, Mark Durham, Gary Fox, Kate Raun, Doug Pierce, 
and Don Darnell.) 

Congratulations to our graduates who were honored on May 22 

by the Christian Women’s Fellowship.  Pictured left to right are:  

Otis Stipe, Isaac Anderson, Rachel Feikema, MaKenna Ludlow, 

Duncan Burnett, and Matthew Jameson. 



Please check out the sign up sheet at Sign 

Up Central for many available dates to   

provide treats and help with coffee        

fellowship following church service.  

Volunteer to serve in 2016.  
Sign up sheets are now at Sign Up Central.  

Food Pantry Month  
And 

Collection Day at Fareway: 

Saturday, June 18th, 9-4. Sign-up for a shift. 
 

We will be greeting people as they enter Fareway, handing out 
shopping lists and filling the church bus with donations to the 
Food Pantry.  Sign-up now at Sign-up Central to help, and show 
up to shop! 

It is time for our church to restock the Food Pantry! 

The month of June has been designated as NCC’s turn to collect 
food and money donations.  Last Sunday you had the opportunity 
to receive a decorated paper grocery sack. 

Take the sack home and fill it with foods.  It would be especially 
helpful if you use the Food Pantry Wish List attached to the sack. 

Return your sack to church any time during June and we will fill 
the chancel with them. 

During the Children’s Sermon our youth will be glad to collect 
your donations! 

If you choose to write a check, make it out to NCC and in the 
memo note write “Food Pantry”. 

The Diaconate sign-up list has been adjusted for weekly sign ups.  If you 
can give a week or two this summer, please sign up in the Fellowship Hall. 



Out to Lunch Bunch 

The Out to Lunch Bunch will be traveling to the Cub Club in Des 
Moines on Wednesday, June 8th for lunch.  The sign up sheet is    
posted in the Fellowship Hall, and reservations must be made by    
June 6th.  The bus will leave the church parking lot at 11:00 am. 

June 8th 

*If your birthday or anniversary is not listed, please contact the 
church office  so we can improve our records. 

Birthdays & 
 Anniversaries 

6/1  Allison Coon 

6/1  Elyse Coon 

6/2  David Lester 

6/3  Alan (Doc) Raun 

6/3  Ric Graves 

6/3  Chad & Amber Martin 

6/4  Steve & Joyce Cortum 

6/7  Joseph Mundil 

6/8  Eliza Weaver 

6/10  Andy & Sarah Pratt 

6/10  Jenny Schaff 

6/12  Jeannie Sullivan 

6/13  Paul & Myrna Barkley 

6/14  Alex Murillo 

6/14  Mike & Kim Ward 

6/16  David & Amy Lester 

6/21  Jordan Rhiner 

6/21  June Higdon 

6/21  Sherry Baker 

6/23  Jeremy Schuller 

6/23  Marilyn Guy 

6/23  Mark & Betsy Durham 

6/24  Gary & Mary Jo Fox 

6/25  Adam & Angie Beckel 

6/26  Don Zinke 

6/27  Dennis & Mary Beth Morrow 

6/28  Gary Fox 

6/29  Betsy Durham 

6/29  Mike & Kelley Davis 

6/29  Nicole Feikema 

6/30  Dean Johnson 



December 
Birthdays & Anniversaries 

 

 
Wednesday, June 1 
Youth Committee 5:00 pm 
 

Thursday, June 2 
Senior Exercise 10:00 am 

 

Saturday, June 4 
30 & 1 Group 6:00 pm 
 

Sunday, June 5 
Laity Sunday 
Sunday School 9:00 am  
Worship 10:00 am 
 

Monday, June 6 
Senior Exercise 10:00 am 

    
Tuesday, June 7 
Coffee Time 10:00 am 
 

Wednesday, June 8 
Out to Lunch Bunch 11:00 am 
 

Thursday, June 9 
Senior Exercise 10:00 am 

 

Saturday, June 11 
Soap Box Derby 
 
Sunday,  June 12 
World Café 
Sunday School 9:00 am  
Worship 10:00 am 
 

Monday, June 13 
Senior Exercise 10:00 am 
 

Tuesday, June 14 
Coffee Time 10:00 am 
S&F 4:00 pm 

 

Thursday, June 16 
Senior Exercise 10:00 am 
Prayer Shawl 1:00 pm  

 

Saturday, June 18 
Men’s Breakfast 8:00 am 
Food Pantry Day at Fareway  
9:00am-4:00pm 
 

Sunday, June 19 
Father’s Day 
Sunday School 9:00 am  
Worship 10:00 am 
 

Monday, June 20         
 Senior Exercise 10:00 am 
Board Meeting 6:00 pm 
 
Tuesday, June 21 
Coffee Time 10:00 am 
 
 

Thursday, June 23 
Senior Exercise 10:00 am 
 

Sunday, June 26 
CYF Mission Trip 
Sunday School 9:00 am  
Worship 10:00 am 
 

Monday, June 27 
CYF Mission Trip 
Senior Exercise 10:00 am 

 

Tuesday, June 28 
CYF Mission Trip 
Coffee Time 10:00 am 
 

Wednesday, June 29 
CYF Mission Trip 
 

Thursday, June 30 
CYF Mission Trip 
Senior Exercise 10:00 am 
Pub Theology 7:00 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
  

June Calendar 



  MISSION STATEMENT  

 Disciples of Christ -  

Sharing the Journey 

 

Norwalk Christian News 
Published monthly by the 

Norwalk Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) 

701 Main St., Norwalk, IA  50211 

  (515) 981-0176 
 

The deadline to submit articles for the next issue of 

Norwalk Christian News is the 20th of the month. 

Please submit your articles in writing. 

E-mail: office@norwalkcc.org 

 

Ministers:  Rev. Travis & Rev. Marti Stanley 

Administrative Assistants: Chris Riter (M-Th) 

Cathie Graves (Fridays) 
 

OFFICE HOURS 

Administrative Assistants:  Mon -  Fri 9 AM - Noon 

Pastors: Mon-Thurs 9:00 AM - Noon 

And always by appointment 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Sunday School  9:00 a.m. 

Worship            10:00 a.m. 
 

Coffee Fellowship follows Worship Service. 
 

www.Norwalkcc.org  


